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Life in GAZA Today
A collection of paintings by Christian and 
Muslim children and adult artists 
who live in Gaza

Catalogue

Indifference of the World
Mohammad Al Amrani – Aged 15 years
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Foreword
As someone who witnesses the impact of disasters and catastrophes on communities around the world, I have been 
moved by the paintings in this exhibition. The situation in Gaza today is one that is especially tragic. It has not needed an 
earthquake or tsunami to create the terrible state of affairs in that community – it has been done through war, violence 
and the siege of a largely young civilian population by the army of a neighbouring country.

World Vision has a range of programs operating in Gaza today. What we have learned through our work among the 
people of Gaza is the urgent need for world action.

 I commend the Major Issues and Theology Foundation (MIAT) for commissioning these paintings from Gaza.  Life in Gaza 
Today reflects a community under great stress but still expressing deep optimism for the future and affirming values of 
care for one another and the centrality of justice and solidarity in the human community.

The paintings of this exhibition are a silent though eloquent testimony of a people living under intolerable conditions 
with dignity and hope. May the paintings touch you and bring the people of Gaza close to you. 

I am pleased to have been asked to launch the exhibition in Canberra during November 2009 and hope that it will be 
shared with many communities around Australia.

Rev Tim Costello AO
CEO

World Vision Australia

Introduction
In December 2008 the Israeli Defense Forces invaded the tiny pocket of land on the eastern Mediterranean Sea known 
as the Gaza Strip killing approximately 1400 residents and wounding thousands more. Having wreaked great destruction 
and death on the area the military then withdrew and tightened again its close cordon of control around all aspects of 
life in the Gaza Strip which had been in place for two years. Israel continues to control the borders of Gaza, and controls 
all movement and trade with the outside world. Gaza’s seaport is closed and its airport bombed. All access to the 
population of 1.5million (over half of whom are children) including humanitarian aid, all food and water, construction 
supplies and medical equipment and supplies is closely controlled by Israel. These two experiences of ‘the war’ and ‘the 
siege’ have defined life for the people in Gaza.

What is it like to live under such conditions? What do ordinary people experience? How do they cope and what do they 
long for? Can we hear the voice of ordinary Gazan people through the razor wire of the border fences and the blackout of 
everyday news and gossip from one of the poorest, most densely populated and most heavily controlled places on the 
planet?

The Major Issues and Theology Foundation (MIAT) believes that one way we can do this is through art. After Israel’s 
withdrawal in early 2009 we commissioned a number of paintings showing images of life in Gaza. This was a way of 
both contributing economically to communities in Gaza and learning about conditions in a place very few people are 
permitted to visit and even fewer are allowed to leave. The result is this exhibition, Life in Gaza Today.

The paintings include works by school children, painted with the freshness and the hopefulness of youth and works by 
established artists who have exhibited internationally. The whole exhibition is imbued with the power that comes from 
living under oppression for many decades. Paintings like ‘Blockaded Boats’ portray the poignant message of a ‘life on 
hold’, of the wide range of possibilities and potential of ordinary people that the Siege holds in check. We commend the 
exhibition to you and invite you to join with all people of goodwill who stand in solidarity with the ordinary people of 
Gaza.

Grace and peace,

Rev James Barr
Chair, Major Issues and Theology Foundation
Senior Minister, Canberra Baptist Church
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Most of the children and adult artists in this exhibition refer to
“The Siege” or “The Blockade” or “The War”
So an understanding of the full horror of these events 

will help interpret their art.

The Siege/Blockade began on 25th June 2006 and the War began on 27th December 2008.

THE ISRAELI SIEGE OF GAZA, also referred to as The Blockade

From World Vision reports:  

Of the 1.5 million people living in Gaza, 1,048,000 are refugees forced out of their homes by 
Israel. These refugees include Christians of Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran, Reformed (Presbyterian) 
and other denominations as well as Muslims. During the Israeli attack on Gaza in December and 
January 2009 about 1500 Gaza people were killed, mainly innocent women and children.

•	 Since June 25 2006, Israeli naval ships have prevented Gaza fishermen from having access to 
fishing grounds in the Mediterranean sea. 

•	 Medical treatment has been strangled by Israeli access restrictions. Even though it is not an 
Israeli border, the Israeli military controls access between Gaza and Egypt.  

•	 The World Food Program was permitted to bring in only one-third of the food required to meet 
the minimum nutritional needs of humanitarian cases in Gaza.

•	 “This is not a battle between combatants alone,” said Charles Clayton, Director of World 
Vision’s work in Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza. “This is a deliberate effort to prevent 
civilians – including children – from getting the basic resources they need to survive, to say 
nothing of experiencing life in all its fullness.”

In a study conducted at Al Awda Hospital in northern Gaza, children between the ages of 5 and 11, 
revealed signs of emotional, mental and social distress: 

•	 90% of children surveyed had recently attended or participated in the funeral of a close family 
member or neighbour in the past two months 

•	 55% had experienced nightmares, bedwetting and/or night screams 

•	 45% no longer believed their fathers could protect or provide for them 

•	 33% have experienced violence themselves as a result of the conflict 

•	 According to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), US$70 million in 
development projects are on hold due to the shortage of construction materials in Gaza and the 
denial of permission from Israel for the UN to bring supplies in. 

THE WAR 
 For brief reports on this war see extracts from the Near East (Middle East) Council of Churches Annual 

Report for 2008 printed on Pages 12, 18 and 26 and an extract from the UN Goldstone Report on Page 9.
See also the adult artist’s “My experience of the war” 
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Past and Present
Amr El Hayek - 15 years

“My painting is about Gaza 
before and after the war.  It 
shows an old man holding a 
photo in his hand, which he 
compares to reality.”

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 37cm

Gaza has a young population – 45% are under the age of 14 years (about 760,000 children) and nearly 
all suffer from anemia and malnutrition. As at December 2008 the Near East Council of Churches in Gaza 
had 68,445 children registered for assistance at its Medical Clinic (which was deliberately destroyed by an 
Israeli rocket on 10th January 2009).
Will Australia and other Western countries continue to condemn 760,000+ children to live in a congested 
and highly polluted ghetto without basic necessities and basic human rights.
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“This painting is about Gaza before and Gaza after the war and its death and 
destruction, uprooted olive trees and destroyed homes.  Always the fear of 
another rocket attack.”

Gaza Before Gaza After
Fadel Tafish - 14 years

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 37cm

Beach Refugee Camp

Some children who have done paintings in this collection live in Beach Refugee Camp. 
Beach Camp has a greater number of people than Hobart, Geelong or Townsville.
Following is an extract from the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) report:
Beach Refugee Camp (is) one of the most crowded of the Gaza Strip’s refugee camps. Beach camp 
is also locally known as “Shati”.  
The camp, which was established after the 1948 Arab-Israeli war initially accommodated 23,000 
refugees from Lydda, Jaffa, Beersheva and other areas. It occupies 0.52 km2  (52 hectares) of the 
costal strip north of Gaza town.
The camp population is 172,436 (31 December 2008). 82,009 are in the camp and 90,427 are living 
outside the camp.  The camp houses 16.07 per cent of Gaza’s total refugee population.
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Destruction and Death
Sara Emad El Sheikh - 13 years  

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 37cm

“This painting shows some of the destruction inflicted on Gaza by the Zionist 
enemy ... who destroyed houses and killed old people, children and women. 

However, the people of Gaza resisted this widespread destruction with patience, 
endurance and long-suffering.”

Extract from the UK Trades Union Congress (TUC)  Resolution of 17th September 2009:

As a result of the Gaza offensive, the TUC calls on the British Government to:
(a) condemn the Israeli military aggression and the continuing blockade of Gaza;
(b) end arms sales to Israel which reached a value of £18.8 million in 2008,  
up from £7.7 million in 2007; 
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My Wish
Moamen Al Dahoadi - 13 years

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 37cm

“This painting is about a natural scene in Gaza as I would like it to be under 
Palestinian flag without siege and fear.”

(c) seek EU agreement to impose a ban on the importing of goods produced in the illegal settlements; and
(d) support moves to suspend the EU-Israel Association Agreement which provides preferential trade 
facilities to Israel.
The TUC reiterates our pledge to work in solidarity with the Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions 
(PGFTU) and urges unions to support financially the TUC/PGFTU projects funded through TUC Aid as well as 
the joint Histadrut-PGFTU projects being developed in several sectors under the auspices of Global Union 
Federations. (Note: Histadrut is the Israeli Trade Union Federation)
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New Day for Palestinian People
Mahmoud Majed - 13 years

“My painting is about a natural scene that inspires hope of a new day for the 
Palestinian people. We hope we can live like all other people without being 
frightened.

We hope the Palestinian flag can fly freely and that we can travel freely.”

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 37cm

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
Twelfth session Agenda item 7
Document: A/HRC/12/48 15 September 2009
Title: HUMAN RIGHTS IN PALESTINE AND OTHER OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES - Report of the United Nations 
Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict (Advance Edited Version)
This Report is referred to as the Goldstone Report. It can be sourced from: http://www2.ohchr.org/
english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/docs/UNFFMGC_Report.pdf
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Our Historic Mosque
Doaa Fawaz Al Madhoun - 15 years

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 37cm

“My painting is about El-Omri Mosque, one of the oldest and most famous 
mosques in Gaza.

It is located in the heart of the city and considered a great historical site.”

From the Goldstone Report:
The Occupied Palestinian Territory: the Gaza Strip 1. The Blockade
27. The Mission focussed (Chapter V) on the process of economic and political isolation imposed by 
Israel on the Gaza Strip, generally referred to as a “blockade”. The blockade comprises measures such 
as restrictions on the goods that can be imported into Gaza and the closure of border crossings for 
people, goods and services, sometimes for days, including cuts on the provision of fuel and electricity. 
Gaza’s economy is further severely affected by the reduction of the fishing zone open to the Palestinian 
fishermen and the establishment of a “buffer zone” along the border between Gaza and Israel which 
reduces the land available for agriculture and industrial activity. In addition to creating an emergency 
situation, the blockade significantly weakened the capacities of the population and of the health, water 
and other public sectors to react to the emergency created by the military operations.
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Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 37cm

“This painting portrays an oasis in the desert, one of the simple and beautiful 
natural scenes.

I would like to be at an oasis away from the reality of life in Gaza”

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.
(Attributed to Edmund Burke 1729 – 1797)

To be an Oasis
Abdel Hakim Magdy - 13 years 
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From the Near East Council of Churches in Gaza Annual Report for 2008 (issued March 2009):

The Gaza Strip is estimated to contain about 1,5 m people, which makes it one of the most densely 
populated areas in the world (5,000 per km2). Of the total population, some 1,075,000 are refugees, 
of whom about 500,000 inhabitants live in 8 refugee camps administered by United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA). The Gaza Strip is highly urbanized, with only about 15% of the population living 
in rural villages.

Ancient Culture
Walaa Al Derdesawi - 15 years

“I painted a picture of 
Jerusalem highlighting its 
long history and ancient 
culture of Palestinian people. 

It has many factories, 
soldiers and farmers.

I also painted a picture of 
the Gaza Sea. Through this 
painting I wish my country 
progress and prosperity and 
an end to the siege.”

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 37cm
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From the Near East Council of Churches in Gaza Annual Report for 2008 (issued March 2009):

Israeli forces conducted a major combined military operation in the Gaza Strip for a period of 22 days 
(December 27, 2008 – January 18, 2009). Where Israeli forces used aerial bombing, tank shelling and 
armored bulldozers to destroy houses and eliminate the productive capacity of some of Gaza’s most 
important manufacturing plants during their military action in the Gaza Strip. 
A ceasefire was through on January 18th, 2009 put a temporary end to the fighting, pending the conclusion 
of broader arrangements to sustain a ceasefire as envisaged in Security Council resolution 1860.
The operation resulted in extensive casualties and destruction of homes, livelihoods, and infrastructure. 
The Government buildings and private sector were hardly affected, where most industrial establishments, 
agricultural and support infrastructure were either totally or partially destroyed and are currently unable to 
operate. The offensive have caused severe humanitarian crisis and extensive infrastructure damage and 
resulted in a toll of 1434 dead including 960 civilians in addition to 5000 casualties as published by PCHR.

“My painting is about Jerusalem where blood is flowing. It asks about the sunshine 
that should be in our lives and the distant  hope we all have that the world will 
remember us and give us freedom.”

Remember us
Maha Abu Khusa - 14 years

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 37cm
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What is left
Mohammad EL Hayek - 14 years

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 37cm

“This painting is about the sunset, which is one of the most beautiful scenes in 
Gaza. 

I also painted a mosque near a palm tree because this is all what is left of Gaza 
after the war. “

From the Near East Council of Churches in Gaza Annual Report for 2008 (issued March 2009):

It is significant to note that the Gaza private sector situation prior this operation (the Israeli military 
operation) was not ideal and was heavily affected by the 18 months (June 2007 – December 2008, that is, 
from the start of the Israeli siege)
Constraints by restrictions on amounts and types of good allowed through the borders, and total banning 
of export operations, leading to the closure of an estimated 95% of industrial establishments (i.e. 3750 
establishments) and laying off 94% of its workers (i.e 33 thousands) in addition to complete halt of 
construction works. The economic situation has been deteriorating since the year 2000 in the Gaza Strip, 
where private sector establishments were struggling to survive through continuous closure, stagnation and 
military incursions.
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Under Attack
Ahmed William Abu Karsh - 16 years

Acrylic on paper 
56cm x 35cm

“Jerusalem is an ancient city in a holy land. It is of great importance to Palestinians 
and no Palestinian can live without the capital of his/her country (Jerusalem). 

The painting shows Palestinian houses in Jerusalem being attacked by the Israeli 
occupation forces. 

Despite all this, Jerusalem will survive and rise up as a liberated ancient city, proud 
of itself.”

This exhibition includes paintings by both Christian and Muslim children living today in Gaza. 
They suffer equally the deprivations caused by Israel.
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Holy Jerusalem
Walea Bassil El Maquesy - 10 years

Acrylic on paper 
56cm x 35cm

“Jerusalem and its 
pretty houses…we 
dreamt of liberating 
it and praying in it. 
Too many young 
Palestinian martyrs 
died defending 
Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem is the land of all three divine religions: Islam, Christianity and Judaism. It is 
the land of Islam, peace and love. With its beautiful colors, Jerusalem is the eternal 
capital of Palestine.“

Jerusalem
Reham Sharef Al Hadad - 13 years

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 35cm

“I painted a picture 
of Jerusalem to 
reveal its glory and 
majesty. Jerusalem, 
the capital of 
Palestine, is on holy 
land. The golden 
dome shines 
among the houses 
and the olive trees.”
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“WHERE THE STREETS HAD A NAME” 
by Randa Abdel-Fattah

To gain insights into what daily life is like for Palestinians living in Jerusalem today it is well worth reading 
the latest novel by the young Australian author, Randa Abdel-Fattah, “Where the Streets had a Name”.
Although Randa writes primarily for young adults her inimitable style with its deep perceptions of human 
character, descriptions of family life and the political realities of today’s Jerusalem told with warm humour, 
will engage you from beginning to end, whatever your age.

To be Free as a Butterfly
Mohammad Souheil - 13 years

Acrylic on paper 
56cm x 35cm

“I painted a picture of a butterfly because it reflects the beauty and glamour of 
nature. 

 It is free to fly where it wants. 

It is one of the most beautiful and colourful insects. It flies with its tiny wings 
among the branches and trees ...Its glamour and splendour bring joy and delight to 
the soul ...”
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The theme of this novel is the mission of a teenage Palestinian Muslim girl Hayaat, accompanied by her 
football-crazy, trouble-prone Christian friend Samy, to collect a handful of soil from her beloved but ailing 
grandmother’s ancestral home. 
Hayaat believes this will help restore her grandmother’s health. The challenge is that they have to somehow 
get through the wall that divides Jerusalem. This they do, against the backdrop of checkpoints, the permit 
system and the curfews, meeting a host of extraordinary characters en route. All this makes the novel a real 
page-turner but at the same time imparts to us something of what it is like to be living in this cruelly divided 
city. 

Colonisation of Gaza
Ghada Emad El Sheikh - 13 years

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 35cm

“My painting illustrates the extreme suffering and the total destruction of Gaza 
during the war. 

This is the result of harsh colonization that causes destruction of homes and the 
killing of old people and children.”
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From the Near East Council of Churches in Gaza Annual Report for 2008 (issued March 2009):

The suffering of Palestinian families sheltering mainly in schools of UNRWA –United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East as a result of the destruction committed by the 
Israeli army over a 22 day period will continue despite the current ceasefire. 
The reason for this is the complete destruction of thousands of homes which have become completely 
uninhabitable. This also had threatened the continuation of these schools as educational institutes until a 
solution was found to this problem. There were people who were forced to cover themselves and sleep in 
the open-air as there was not enough space and the priority for sleeping in the rooms were given to the 
women and children.

Indifference of the World
Mohammad Al Amrani - 15 years

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 35cm

“These are the hands of Palestinians united by heritage, tradition and customs ...
embedded in the land like tree roots, these hands are open to each other and 
to the sky asking God to lift the siege ... they hold Palestine embracing its son.. 
surrounded by bright blue sky from far away green land, full of old houses 
and small red mountains ...”
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Cemetery and Artesian Well
Mohammad Al Doos - 14 years

Acrylic on paper 
50cm x 35cm

“I painted a picture of a cemetery near the village that took away my grandfather. 
I miss him. 

I also painted an artesian well and an old house surrounded by trees, flowers 
and wild plants.

An artesian well gives life-saving water for people, trees, flowers and plants.“
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From the Near East Council of Churches in Gaza Annual Report for 2008 (issued March 2009):

As of February 2008, 88 percent of Gaza’s 1.5 million people were registered to receive food aid from the 
United Nations, with many of them wholly dependent on this assistance according to the UN office for 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).
As a result of the strict closure, 60 percent of the 200,000 school children attending at UNRWA schools are 
still without a full complement of textbooks because it blocked shipments of paper needed to print them.

Resistance
Naser Abu Daff - 15 years

Acrylic on paper 
47cm x 62cm

“I painted a picture of a mosque 
that represents Palestine and 
the glory of Jerusalem with its 
ancient stones and resistance 
to those who would destroy our 
country and culture.“
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Helping his Wounded Friend
Reham Saaleh El Hosari - 16 years

Acrylic on Canvas
50cm x 40cm

“My drawing explains how big is the suffering and how many the tragedies that we have lived 
through during the war.

All families and houses were affected during the war, losing a member of the family, or a relative 
or a friend.

My drawing shows this sad memorable scenery where a school student take care and help his 
wounded friend.”
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Beauty and Freedom
Nuha Murtaja - 13 years

Acrylic on paper 
62cm x 47cm

“My painting is about the sea. I love the sea and its beautiful blue colour because it 
inspires hope and tranquillity. The birds are free to travel as I wish we were.
I enjoy watching the sun disappear behind the sea.”

DONATIONS FOR CHILDREN’S SCHOLARSHIPS

As reported elsewhere, the level of unemployment in Gaza is about 80%. This means parents can 
not pay for children’s education. Education problems are made worse by Israel not allowing into Gaza 
paper and other material for printing text books (see NECC Annual Report).

If you would like to make a donation towards a Gaza child’s scholarship please contact 
gazaexhibition@miat.org.au. 

All funds received will be remitted to NECC Gaza in full, 
to be allocated by NECC on a need, not creed, basis
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Free like Butterfly
Dyana Mohammad Salm - 8 years

Pencil on paper 
43cm x 33cm

“I draw a butterfly because butterflies are free to go where they want. 

They can live in clean environment and beautiful flowers are available for them. 

I would like to live like butterfly.“
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UN DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
The first part of the Preamble of this Declaration, adopted by the UN on 10 December 1948, reads:
Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the 
human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world, 
Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged 
the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of 
speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the 
common people, 
Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against 
tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of law, 
Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations,  ..... 

Missiles and Black Sky
Ghatas Eyhab Farah - 8 years

Watercolour on paper 
43cm x 31cm

“I draw a house during the war time. The house was closed but the missiles were every where 
and the sky was black because of the jet planes.”
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Time of War
Seraj Fayez El Sersawi - 10 years

Pencil on paper 
42cm x 30cm

“My drawing is expressing the time of war.  One side of the war which we were passing through.
The jet planes roaring and bombing, the land attack, the planes bringing down soldiers. 
Ambulances are unable to reach the area to carry out the injured persons and the dead bodies.“

Global Peace Index 
This is an internationally recognized index of 144 countries’ peacefulness. For 2009 the rankings are:

Australia ranked 19th. For more details of the GP Index see: www.visionofhumanity.org/home.php
There is an excellent DVD on the benefits of peace titled: ‘Soldiers of Peace’ available for purchase  
from twise@onetreefilms.com.

Most peaceful                         
1 New Zealand                      
2      Denmark                            
3      Norway                             
4      Iceland                              
5      Austria                              
6      Sweden                             

Least peaceful
139  Democratic Republic of the Congo
140   Sudan 
141   Israel
142  Somalia
143   Afghanistan
144  Iraq
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From the Near East Council of Churches in Gaza Annual Report for 2008 (issued March 2009):

Many of those internally displaced families whose homes were completely destroyed or damaged are 
now living in tents made of cloth which provide little protection are now facing new misery and are under 
difficult existence, and whatever care and aid that can be provided by the UN and International.
Organizations will certainly be below the levels required, not to mention that it is no substitute to the over 
14,000 thousands of homes which have either been completely destroyed or partially damaged that these 
families were forced to leave. 
Israel continues to prevent delivery of construction materials, including cement, steel, and glass, which 
prevents aid agencies and individuals from starting desperately need repairs and constructions.

Green Trees and Smiling Sun
Heba Kamal Tarazi - 10 years

Pencil on paper 
42cm x 30cm

“I draw a picture that expresses cleanliness.  I wish I could live in a small house with green trees 
where the sun would smile. I would particularly like to see the public places where we can go all 
clean and beautiful, but in my country this is not possible because of the war.”
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My Dream
Marah Khaleb Salm - 12 years

Pencil on paper 
45cm x 32cm

“My drawing shows a clean environment with green trees and beautiful flowers that we dream to 
have, just as other children in the world have, one where there is peace and the environment is 
free from pollution.“

“IF YOU ARE NEUTRAL IN SITUATIONS OF INJUSTICE, YOU HAVE CHOSEN THE SIDE OF THE OPPRESSOR” 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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Reality or Illusion
Shareef Sarhan

Acrylic on Canvas
108cm x 45cm

“People, trees and things — I do not 
know if they are reality or illusion.  What 
I wanted is to draw is the details and 
reflect in the picture by using colors and 
lines which will take you to a different 
world that is between reality and fantasy. 
This Gaza world I live in is now some-
thing totally different from other parts in 
the World. 
Here is siege, destruction, hunger and 
lastly, war, which causes people to die 
quickly. 
It is a transferring process and moves 
people from slow death by starvation to 
quick death by rockets or guns without 
them knowing why, when or where this 
will happen.”

My experience of the war:
My experience is similar to that of all photographers and artists during wartime. I was thinking about the 
details of these hard days and how we can let the world know about our suffering. I was working in tough 
circumstances to create a picture that reflects our harsh reality.  

At one point, I went up on the roof of my house to shoot a scene from the successive bombing of Gaza. My little 
daughter told is the me, “Papa, look here airplane” ... and then she said, “Look at the smoke ...take  pictures 
Papa…take pictures...” I start taking pictures for a moment and then ceased to do so reflecting on how our 
little kids are no longer afraid of this great body hovering in the sky…how they can no longer be afraid of these 
sounds, which have been everywhere in Gaza since the beginning of the war. It seems children in Gaza are 
accustomed to these objects and sounds.  I do not find it odd... Gaza’s children are always playing regardless of 
the explosions and aircraft.
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Palestine
Shareef Sarhan

‘Palestine’ is the title of this work. It consists 
of the Arabic letters of this word from which 
it takes its shape and natural texture that 
reflects the real Palestinian daily life and 
the relation between these letters with the 
people’s lives and their movement, or lack of 
freedom to move, due to the Israeli siege. 
Using Arabic letters in arts gives different 
effects, especially as I attempt here to use 
the original Arabic letters, which were written 
without using dots.”

Acrylic on Canvas 
104cm x 55cm

Biography: 
Born in Gaza in 1976, Sharif Sarhan works as an 
artist, professional photographer and free-lance 
designer. 

He is a founding member of the “Windows from Gaza for Contemporary Art” group and an active member 
of the Association of Palestinian Artists . Sarhan has a diploma in arts from the University of ICS in the United 
States. He has participated in several art training courses and workshops.and he has introduced his works in 
many individual and group exhibitions in Gaza in the Arts and Crafts village, the Port Gallery, and has exhibited 
some of his works in Ramallah, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Amman, Britain, the United States, Spain, Sweden, 
Sharjah and Cairo.
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The Basil 1
Sa’ada Radi

Acrylic on Canvas

“I wanted to show by using 
my brush and color to 
show Canaanite symbols 
that are full of Gaza orange 
fragrance… to sent it to 
the road of Palestinian 
heritage…it is represented 
in a picture of woman who 
is standing in glory and 
pride… the picture shows 
beautiful meanings and 
scatters these meanings 
into the horizon. 

So, it shapes an eye that is 
looking in a point, through 
this point you can see 
jasmine tree around the 
windows… there in the 
basils at the front of my 
home doors.“

Curator’s notes:
1.The above was translated from a poem written by the artist in Arabic.
2. Basil (Arabic: reihan) is a highly aromatic and spicey herb of the mint family. Basil is one of 
the oldest herbs known to man being used in India, Egypt and elsewhere since early recorded 
times. The word originated from the Greek basileus (king), because its fragrance is superb 
enough to be suitable for a palace. Wherever possible, Palestinian homes like to have basil 
growing near their doors.

My experience of the war:
During the war, I was living with my family in Gaza City. We lived there in extreme fear and terror. We couldn’t 
move during this war. My uncle’s house and part of our house were bombed by an unmanned aerial drone. 
Some members of my family were injured which put the whole neighborhood in a state of fear. 
But thank God we survived the ordeal and everything will be rebuilt.
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The Basil 2
Sa’ada Radi

Acrylic on Canvas

“I wanted to salute you through my painting… some Canaanite letters and symbols…the scent 
of Gaza orange blossoms forging its way through Palestinian heritage… represented by the 
silhouette of a majestic woman full of dignity and honor…reflecting beautiful meanings spread in 
the horizon in the form of an eye staring at jasmine threads flowing from the windows of a house 
…there amongst the basil  surrounding my country’s door…”

Biography:
Sa’ada Radi is from the city of Khan Younis. She is married and works as a full-time artist. She has a Bachelor of 
Art Education from Faculty of Arts & Media  at the Al Aqsa University, Gaza, Palestine.
She has participated in  these Exhibitions:
“Colours of Hope” - UNDP PAPP - Palestine –Jerusalem; Exhibition of Palestine Art – London; International con-
temporary art exhibition “The siege of Color” - within Gaza;
 “White Night” - the French Cultural Center – Gaza;
Participated in the Bazaar International Women’s Day - The UN Relief and Works Agency - NRWA - in coopera-
tion with the General Union of Cultural
Centers - the coast prep school for girls – Gaza; a special exhibition “Of women and Heritage” - International 
Women’s Day - the Voice of the Community - Gaza.
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Besieged Colors 1
Basel Al Maqqousi

Acrylic on Paper
100cm x 70cm

“Daily, the question arises 
with the sunlight:   Why are 
we under the siege ???

The most complicated 
question is raised from the
first question: Is it possible 
to besiege colors?

This idea may be 
considered fantastic; 
however, life in Gaza 
proves that even the siege 
includes colors ...Maybe 
we will shout asking for 
mercy … Or for a colors 
box to shout by it ..... Here, 
I tried … I invented a shout 
that suits the available 
space in the siege walls. I 
have not known yet. Am I 
seeing a dream or is this 
nightmare the real life?“

My experience of the war:
The siege and war, and the closure 
of the crossings to Gaza are all 
factors that contributed to the lack 
of faith in the values of love, art 
and peace. 

From an early age, when Basil Maqqousi held his pen in Jabalya refugee camp, he said: “I am an artist, I am no longer 
afraid”. Since that moment, he decided not to be intimidated by the negative reactions to his art.
But Maqqousi tried to introduce art to every home. He persevered and discussed with everyone even the elderly in his 
neighborhood in Jabalya the beauty of the moment to put colors on a blank paper and create a new life. The people of his 
neighborhood used to call him: “The Artist of the neighborhood.” 

Maqqousi tried all schools of classical and modern art because his curiosity did not end at the borders of the impressionist 
school. For example, he tried abstract art, surrealism, primitive art and even photography. He portrayed events from 
an artist’s perspective rather than a journalist’s perspective: the girl with foggy eyes watching angry crowds and the 
abandoned bike forgotten by the world.

Maqqousi attempted to see things in an unusual way overcoming the anxiety and despair, which usually affect artists in 
places like Gaza. Milan Kundera said that artists abound in a stable society like France unlike unstable societies where 

artists are rare. Maqqousi is one of those rare artists but he never surrendered to despair.  Sometimes you 
see his hat covering his eyes which is a sign that he is not in a good mood today. This does not stop him from 
establishing dozens of art galleries in Gaza, Ramallah City and outside Palestine.  He was not in search of fame 
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Besieged Colors 2
Basel Al Maqqousi

Acrylic on Paper
100cm x 70cm

as much as his desire to convey the 
beauty of his city Jabalaya and Gaza to 
the world. Art is louder than the sound 
of arms.

Maqqousi works day and night. The 
artist carries daytime cameras wherever 
he goes, picking up humanitarian 
footage during the recent war launched 
by Israel on Gaza. He is always looking 
for the familiar and ordinary in an 
extraordinary and unfamiliar war. 

At night, he draws upon his inner 
perception of personalities and attitudes 
that he encounters during the day and 
puts them on white papers. He paints 
and imagines the most beautiful of these 
difficult times as he did in his last gallery 
exhibition “Mad people of the war”. 

In addition to the challenges surrounding 
Maqqousi, his work with deaf children 
of more than ten years was tough and 
fulfilling at the same time. He tried 
to relocate them to a world of noise 
through colors only. He encouraged 
them to design and participate in art 
exhibitions with their peers from other 
schools. He always gives them papers 
and colors in order to alter the silence 
surrounding them. 

But let us ask “What did the war do to 
the artist Maqqousi?” 

Maqqousi returned to his home to find it a pile of rubble. He went straight away to his bedroom looking for his paintings 
and found them torn apart. He attempted to restore them and dress them up like one of his three children. He already 
succeeded in saving some of them but his spirit was broken as an artist. He smiled sadly saying: “Israeli aircraft had not 
only destroyed the resistance but destroyed the art and artists, it seems that the fate of artists in Gaza is to be persecuted 
by everyone.”

Biography: 
Born in Gaza City in 1971, Basel is a painter, photographer and video artist.   He attended in 2000, 2001 and 
2003 the summer Academy of Arts of the Darat al Funun-Khalid Shoman Foundation in Jordan, run by Syrian-
German artist Marwan Qassab-Bashi; Completed an arts course at the Gaza City YMCA in 1995. 

In 2003 he was awarded the Charles Asprey Award for Palestinian artists, was short listed for the A.M. attan 
Foundation’s Artist of the Year Award, and spent one month art residency in Bangalore - India. Basel participated 
in a number of local and international solo and group exhibitions, and teaches art at the Jabalya Rehabilitation 
Center for Deaf and Dumb children. Basel Al Maqqousi is a founder of ‘Windows from Gaza for Contemporary 
Art’.
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Terror on a Cold Night
Iyad Sabbah

“Terror makes us feel cold, 
so we disappear under our 
blankets in our beds. However, 
those who lost their beds and 
homes cry in a frightened way 
as the planes whiz overhead. 
The planes are there to take 
away our hope that the world 
will give us freedom. A status of 
watching and terror is shown in 
this work.”

My experience of the war.The war 
started when I was at the University 
in the Mawasi area. Bombs started 
falling in locations adjacent to the 
University injuring many of the 
students and creating panic among 
students and teachers. We haven’t 
been able to return home because 
the roads were being shelled as well.
When the situation calmed down, we 
went back home. As soon as we got 
there, a house next door was bombed 
which inflicted a total state of terror 
on both adults and children. 

My wife and I tried to calm them down although we were as frightened as everybody else. Broken glass was 
scattered in the air.  This situation lasted 10 days. We heard that areas invaded by the Israeli army were the worst 
as they demolished houses with their inhabitants. When the tanks got closer to my house I went to my relative’s 
house in a safer place but not far away from the aerial bombardment.

The nightmare continued for 21 days. 

We could not believe what happened: the crimes committed against civilians and the severe shortages of 
everything from food to fuel to medical treatment. I had to suffer to get milk for my baby who was no more than 
4 months old. But despite all this God’s providence protected us and we were able to get out of this war safely.

Mixed Materials on Canvas 
62cm x 46cm
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Burning Camp
Iyad Sabbah

Mixed Materials on Canvas 
50cm x 40cm

“Gaza is small, the one million 
people who are refugees are 
overcrowding it, the buildings 
are jammed. Exploding bombs 
reshape the place. 

You stand and you do not 
know where, how, when and 
what has happened. Things did 
not keep their names, shapes 
or colors. 

Therefore, today you live 
inside a burning camp.
People gather when there is a 
happy or a sad incident.
Whispers attract intruders. The 
scene is repeated many times 
and also attracts the artist to 
watch it and express it through 
his work.

Biography:
I am married with five children and I live in Gaza City –Al Nasr-Salah Khalaf Street
I have a Master of Fine Arts in Sculpture Degree from Hollwan University in Egypt and a B A of Fine Art, 
Sculpture  from Al Fateh University, Libya. I am a lecturer in Fine Arts at University of Al-Aqsa in Gaza.
Member of both Fine Artists Association and General Union of Artists. 
Has had solo exhibitions in Libya and Gaza and has exhibited in Sixth and Seventh UNDP/PAPP’s Annual Art 
Auction in Jerusalem, as well as exhibiting in Cairo, Paris and other cities in France.
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Angels from Gaza 1
Abdulnasser Amer

Acrylic on Canvas 
65cm x 80cm

“Angels from Gaza are those who 
were killed in a cold blood in 
Gaza. I heard about their stories 
and how they were killed.
Their only fault that they were 
passers-by.“

My experience of the war: 
My experience was similar to all people 
of Gaza who lived the war moment by 
moment. I used to go up to the roof 
of our house in the camp to see the 
color of the sky turning from blue to 
black. All is mixed up; the City does 
not look the same anymore. All I 
saw was smoke rising from houses 
to the sky and aircraft hovering over 
these houses, which evoked horror in 
children, women, the elderly and even 
young adolescents.

HUMAN RIGHTS WEB SITES 
Not all Israelis support the oppressive policies of Israeli Governments towards Palestinians. We have been 
given, but have not verified, the following sites of Israeli, Australian and other organisations as ones 
concerned about such policies and/or human rights for Palestinians. 

Israeli sites
B’Tselem – Israeli human rights site
www.btselem.org

Courage to Refuse
www.seruv.org.il 

Gush Shalom – Israeli Peace Bloc
www.gush-shalom.org

Ha’aretz – liberal Israeli newspaper
www.haaretz.com.

Machsom Watch – Women’s Checkpoint Watch
www.ambosite.com/mWatch/eng

Neve Shalom-Wahat el Salam -  Palestinian-Jewish 
Cooperative in Israel
www.nswas.com 

Peace Now
www.peacenow.org.il

Rabbis for Human Rights
www.rhr.israel.net

Ta’ayush – Arab and Jewish citizens of Israel
www.taayush.tripod.com

Yesh G’vul - oldest of the refusenik 
organsiations
www.yesh-gvul.org 
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Angels from Gaza 2
Abdulnasser Amer

Acrylic on Canvas 
75cm x 90cm

“Angels from Gaza are those who 
were killed in a cold blood in Gaza. 
I heard about their stories and how 
they were killed.  Their only fault that 
they were in the area attacked. 
This portrait is for a child who was 
playing in the street during a violent 
attack in Khan Younis. I heard that 
he was playing in one of the open 
play-yard areas. The rocket was 
faster than the boy running with 
his football, and reaching its target, 
exploded. The boy’s dead body was 
shattered into many parts.”

Biography:
Khan Younis, Gaza, Married
I work as a painter and artist for the 
Palestinian Red Crescent Society 
My objective is to further my career as 
an artist and attain international status by 
exhibiting my art in many countries. 

As a refugee living in Gaza, a war-torn land, I seek to foster peace and understanding through my art.
* Founder and Head Artist of the Red Crescent branch in Gaza, 1996 to present
* Organizer of workshops to train young artists and monthly exhibitions in the Red Crescent branches in Gaza 
and West Bank
* Represented the Red Crescent in international exhibitions
* Has exhibited in Gaza, Ramalah, Naples, Cairo, Paris, Toulouse, Geneva and Jordon

Palestinian sites
International Solidarity Movement
www.palsolidarity.org

MIFTAH – Hanan Ashrawi’s global human rights site
www.miftah.org

Australian sites
Australian Jewish Democratic Society
www.ajds.org.au

Coalition for Justice and Peace in Palestine
www.coalitionforpalestine.org 

Jews against the Occupation, Sydney
www.jao.org.au

Palestine Human Rights Campaign
www.phrconline.org 

International sites
Al-Jazeera – Arab TV station
www.al-Jazeera.com

Electronic Intifada – web site established after the 
beginning of the 2nd Intifada
www.electronicintifada.net 

International Women’s Peace Service
www.womenspeacepalestine.org

A Jewish Voice for Peace – San Francisco based Jew-
ish organisation
www.jewishvoceforpeace.org 

MERIP – Middle East Research and Information Project
www.merip.org

Not in My Name – Chicago-based Jewish organisation
www.nimn.org 

(Note: some of these sites can be difficult to get, possibly because of hacking.)



38

From the Near East Council of Churches in Gaza Annual Report for 2008 (issued March 2009):
Israel’s broad restriction on the delivery of food, fuel, and other goods appear without justification by 
any legitimate security concern. The overall humanitarian situation in the occupied Palestinian territory 
continued to deteriorate, notwithstanding slight improvements in some sectors.
The humanitarian situation is particularly desperate in the Gaza Strip, where the already fragile space 
of human rights and dignity is narrowing. Palestinians in Gaza are confronted with interference in their 
normal social and political lives and also daily degradations like reduced access to water, electricity, 
proper sanitation and garbage collection, and adequate health care. They face increased violence and 
casualties, extended closures of crossings, server limitations on basic supplies, shortages of spare parts, 
raw materials, and other commercial and agricultural supplies, and the economy failed to recover from 
2006 contraction. 

Dream under Siege
Maysaa Yousef

Different materials on canvas
60cm x 80cm

“Gaza and West Bank. You 
gave me the choice of being 
here or there.... and I told you 
I am here and my family is 
here, but where are my friends 
and the people I care about?

I can not travel because of the 
siege. Sometimes it is a risk to 
travel even here in Gaza as we 
never know when a rocket or 
shell might hit. 

I dream about being able to 
be here and there at the same 
time.....“
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Death
Maysaa Yousef

“During my work in the Al-
Shefa Hospital during the 
war on Gaza, every moment, 
every second, we lose 
thousands of innocent souls,

Every moment thinking of 
death, we lose all people we 
love and respect: our family, 
our neighbours and others,

But they will still live on in 
the Gaza memory.”

Different Materials on Canvas 
60cm x 80cm

Biography: 
Maysaa Yousef was born in Gaza 1984.  She graduated as a Staff Nurse
from Medical Services Directorate and worked in Balsam Hospital.
Studied for Bachelor degree in painting, Fine Arts College, Al-Aqsa
University, Gaza.
About my ideas: Absence, estrangement, Dream under siege and the feeling of insecurity are prevailing. Our 
souls will remain giving art and creativity even if the Israelis tried to kill our bodies.
Main social exhibitions:
 Women Pioneers; Kanaania; A piece Of Light; The Effect of War and Catastrophe at the Archaeological Old 
Building; Workshop about Jidariyya to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the UN Declaration of Human Rights; 
Workshop at the Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children.
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Gaza’s Old Market
Maha Al Daya

Acrylic on Canvas 
100cm x 80cm

“This is Gaza’s old market, one of the most popular and famous markets in Gaza. It is now 
specialized in selling fabrics and carpets.  Due to the siege, it closed down for a long time but 
now it reopens after merchants start importing fabrics from Egypt through tunnels under the 
borders between Egypt and Gaza.

People do not have enough money to buy non-essential goods, especially now that the price of 
a metre of fabric doubled as a result of the siege.”

My experience of the war 
Here ... there ...days passed so slowly during the war.  
We did not notice the time, the date or history. We were no longer communicating with one another. We were 
cut off from this little world, which has become a small village in the light of globalization. 
We went back to the fifteenth or the sixteenth centuries in Gaza. We lived on a small amount of food, some 
drops of water and without electricity. We were deprived from all the elements of modern life and the 
international institutions provided little support. 
We had to resist and sacrifice in order to survive in these dire circumstances. Too much time and effort is 
needed for Gaza to remove the dust of war and start re-construction.
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Blockaded Boats
Maha Al Daya

Acrylic on Canvas
100cm x 80cm

“I paint to look for my lost identity in the restricted and besieged Gaza.  It is an attempt 
to imagine and to view the scene in a visual frame full of colors where there are no limits 
to movement.  The Palestinian sea has the biggest attention in my painting, which shows 
symbolically the boats anchored on the Palestinian beach out of Gaza’s resistant sea, waiting and 
longing to break the blockade.  Palestinian fishermen can not fish close to the beach because of 
polluted water, the result of Israeli destruction of sewage system. They can not fish further out in 
Mediterranean Sea because Israeli gunboats will destroy them, so boats remain blockaded.“

Biography:
Maya graduated with BA in Educational Art from Al Aqsa University in Gaza in 2007.
She has exhibited in Geneva, France and at the Al Qattan Centre for Children in Gaza.
She did a workshop with Scottish artist Ross Jursun entitled “The Art of Recycling Raw Materials” and a workshop 
entitled “Water Colors Creations” with the German artist Utah Striga.
Participated in the Photographic and Video Workshop – Palestinian Humanitarian Issues in 2004 and has worked 
with young people in the Young Journalist Club, exhibited in Shining Exhibition for Youth creations at the Noor 
Center and “Let us live in safety” at the Rashad Shawa Cultural Center in Gaza.
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The People’s Agony
Majed Shalla

Acrylic on Canvas
100cm x 100cm

“Face’s expressions are full of 
innermost thoughts in which the 
spectator should swim deeply, 
searching their own innermost 
thoughts to discover what it 
means to live in Gaza today. 
Every spectator has his or her 
own explanations for our people’s 
agony. Therefore, I tend not to 
explain the meaning of the work 
and I think it is necessary for the 
spectators to interact with the 
work in order to find by himself or 
herself what is in the artistic work. 
All my works are made in this 
way. Therefore, the prospect is 
open for my work to interact with 
the receivers (spectators). All 
my works are inspired from the 
simplicity and suffering of our 
people’s lives. Therefore the components are very simple and have direct effects like the power 
of lines and colors.“

My experience of the war:
Twenty two days of continuous bombing was a terrible start to a beautiful morning. I was drinking coffee in a cafe in the 
town center with my friends and Basil-Sharif, where it is the custom to meet every Saturday morning at Cafe Delice to 
discuss technical matters in relation to art. Suddenly, the bombs rained down around us. It was scary, as we have never 
seen that before. We did not know where these deadly bombs came from. They violently shook the coffee shop with 
broken glass around us. We did not know how to get out of the place. We were surprised by the huge smoke rising into 
the sky in all directions. Then we saw warplanes raining shells around us and all over the city. People in the street did 
not know where to go. We were so shocked we did not know how to get home.
We tried to contact family and friends to reassure them about our safety but to no avail, as all means of communication 
were cut off. This was the first hour of the war, we expected that this would be the only strike and would end shortly. But 
the strikes stretched out to the whole city and lasted 22 days. The war was cruel and tragic in which more than 1,500 
people including children, women and the elderly were killed and thousands were wounded. Strikes did not differentiate 
between adults and children.
During twenty two days, we lost the taste of sleep and rest. The war killed and injured many people. Houses were 
demolished on their owner’s heads. It was a catastrophic war. We suffered from the lack of basic materials such as food 
and fuel. Water supply and electrical power were cut off for days.
We used primitive tools to cook food for our children. The time passed slowly, especially at night when the bombing 
intensified. We did not expect to come out of this war alive but thank God we did. 
As soon as the war ended, we went out on the street to see the extent of destruction inflicted on our city.  Some of my 
friends’ houses were demolished and many people I knew were killed or injured. This is a small account of the suffering 
we experienced. 
I hope this war will not happen again so we live freely like all peoples of the earth.
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Look to the Future
Majed Shalla

Acrylic on Canvas 
80cm x 80cm

“When I start working, I am 
infected directly with all my 
surroundings here in Gaza and 
want to portray hope, even 
though there is little to hope 
for, because we are forgotten 
by the world. 
Therefore, my obsession is 
making a work with sensed and 
seen indications. I deal with the 
canvas’s space spontaneously. 
The characters in the work 
express a special status of 
waiting and watching the 
surrounding events. 
They look far to the future that 
is waiting them with 
confused and suspicious 
eyes….”

Biography:
Born in 1960 in Gaza, Shalla graduated with a Master of Arts from Scranton University, USA in 2001. Shalla’s 
work has been shown in a number of solo exhibitions, including Suwar in Gaza, in Beirut, Lebanon (2004) 
and Gaza Hanin il Makan, at the Arts and Crafts village in Gaza (2003). Between 2000 and 2001, he attended 
Jordan’s Daaret Al Funun Academy. 
His international exhibitions have been in the Middle East, USA, South Africa, Hungary, Brazil, Amman Jordan, 
and Qatar. Most recently he has participated in exhibitions in Italy and Norway and also with the United Nations.
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Colors
Mohammed Musallam

Acrylic on Canvas 
80cm x 80cm

“The artist expresses the conflict 
he lives in because of the 
occupation, which he witnessed 
since his birth in Gaza till the 
siege. Then, he witnessed internal 
conflict through dealing with oil 
paints and inks abstractly. It is full 
of expressive power. The artist 
expressed this conflict through 
using overwhelming black in the 
facade of the portrait and absurdly 
in the back parts of the portrait, 
which is colored by yellow and 
blue colors. These two colors 
represent the natural life with its 
sunrise and beautiful sky. The 
artist hopes to live in such natural 
life like other nations in the world.”

My experience of the war:
My situation during this war was 
different. I had to move from one place 
to another after I was forced to leave 
my house that was invaded along with 
my workshop by the Israeli soldiers that 
stayed there for about two weeks. 
They broke all my workshop’s contents 
and tore up most of the paintings with 
their bullets and knives. They also 
bombed part from my house.

Biography: 
He is married, father of two children, lives in northern Gaza, Amer Project, and   
lectures at the Faculty of Fine Arts at Al Aqsa University in Gaza. 
Mohammed’s art handles many topics from his local environment and life in Gaza Ghetto where he lives 
permanently having been born in Gaza in 1974. 
He graduated from Najah University-Nablus with a BA in Fine Arts in 1999
and a Masters degree in Painting from Helwan University, Cairo. 
He has participated in numerous artistic workshops, staging five solo exhibitions including: “Glimpse” 2003, 
held by the Cultural Council of French Consulate, Jerusalem. 
“Prisoner” 2000, “Presence” 2008, “The Last Shelter” 2004, held by A.M Qattan Foundation, “Moon of June” 
2000, held by Ministry of Culture, Gaza. 
 His work has also been shown in a number of countries: Egypt, Norway, Germany, Holland, France,  
 Switzerland, England and USA.
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This collection of paintings is available for Churches and other organizations 
to exhibit at their own premises. Naturally, conditions apply.

To enquire contact: gazaexhibition@miat.org.au.

Power and Glory against 
Greyness and Misery
Ayman Esa

Acrylic on Canvas 
62cm x 46cm

“In this work, I intended to show 
Palestine’s besieged identity and 
authenticity through characters 
full of power and glory. Women 
in our society are victims of many 
factors under the Israeli collective 
siege in which the shape is 
unknown and the features are de-
recognized.
Here in Gaza Ghetto, women 
in this work represent rebellion 
against their gray and miserable 
life in our besieged Gaza. 
What I mean is this is an attempt 
to improve women’s situation 
under this siege because of 
isolation and instability.”

My experience of the war:
The period of the war on Gaza was very 

difficult for all the people here in Gaza. 
Life has changed and we lost our sense 
of time. 
We no longer know what to do these 
days apart from listening to the sounds of 
explosions, aircraft and the news.

Biography:
I live in Gaza City in district of Sheikh Radwan.  I am married with two children
I am an artist and I am currently studying in Cairo and I move with difficulty between Gaza and Cairo because of 
Israeli control.
I studied Fine Arts at An Najah University in Nablus. In 1999 I contributed to the Biennial for young artists in 
Rome ‘We Shall Be’. In 2004 I took part in the traveling exhibition in France of 10 young artists from Gaza and I 
held my first solo exhibition at the A M Qattan Foundation, Ramallah in 2005.
I am active in the Red Crescent Society in Gaza. 

Major Issues and Theology Foundation Ltd
Promoting discussion on important moral, ethical, theological and social issues

www.miat.org.au
ACN No 127305873
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A brief history of Gaza
Name:
The name Gaza comes from ancient Egyptian via the Hebrew world Azza meaning ‘stronghold’.
 
Geography:
Gaza is a tiny coastal area 40km by 9 km wide that runs along the Mediterranean Sea. It is completely isolated, on the north 
and east by Israel and its wall, to the south by the border with Egypt (which is controlled by Israel) and in the west by Israeli 
gunboats patrolling the Mediterranean Sea.
Gaza’s total area of 360 square kilometers is one of the most densely populated areas in the world.  
To compare areas, Gaza is less than half the size of Canberra but has almost five times the population!

Early history:
Gaza is one of the oldest cities in the world, its history goes back at least 3700 years and its first recorded inhabitants were 
the Avvites (Deuteronomy 2:23).
At different times, it has come under the rule of the Philistines, Egyptians (350 years), Assyrians, Persians, Phoenicians, 
Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Crusaders and the Turks. 
After the Crusaders captured Gaza from the Fatimids in 1100 King Baldwin III built a castle there in 1149. After the castle’s 
construction, Baldwin granted it and the surrounding region to the Knights Templar. (Wikepedia)
Each period contributed to the rich diversity of the territory as it grew economically during the Byzantine era when exports 
from Gaza in the 5th century even reached England. Gaza City became so prosperous over the millennium under Ottoman 
rule that it was allowed to remain a regional capital of Palestine until about 1517. With the Ottoman Empire’s decline, Gaza’s 
status as a regional powerhouse slowly dwindled, allowing Napoleon to enter Gaza without resistance on his way to Egypt in 
1799. 

Christianity in Gaza:
There were Christian communities in Gaza from the early days of Christianity, possibly from Apostle Paul’s time. When 
Muslims invaded in 635CE there were many churches, these being converted to mosques until the Crusaders arrived in the 
11th Century.
Gaza’s oldest church, the Greek Orthodox Saint Porphyrus, dates back to the 5th Century.  Most of Gaza’s Christians are 
Catholics, served by the Roman Catholic Church on Al Zayotoun Street. The Gaza Baptist Church serves Protestants. 
Today Catholics run schools, Anglicans run the Al Ahli Hospital, Baptists provide community services (including a Christian 
bookshop) and the Near East Council of Churches (NECC) in Gaza provides a wide range of essential medical services and 
occupational training on a ‘needs, not creed, basis’. The Israeli military destroyed the NECC Medical Clinic with a rocket on 
10th January 2009.

Leading to Israel’s creation:
World War I and the British victory in the Third Battle of Gaza heralded British control of Gaza.  Australian soldiers forming 
part of the Australian Light Horse were pivotal in breaking through the Turkish defence on the way to capture Beersheba. That 
contributed to British success in capturing Palestine and eventually controlling it. After the League of Nations was established 
Britian retained the Mandate of Palestine, bringing with it the Balfour Declaration of 1917 which required the establishment 
of a ‘national home for the Jews in Palestine’ which had resulted from a successful campaign by the emerging Zionist 
movement in Europe which sought to acquire a Jewish homeland.  

Up to the Second World War, competing claims and promises about Palestine’s future were made by Britian to both Arabs and 
Zionists. After WWII, the British gave the newly established United Nations power to decide over ‘The Question of Palestine’. 
In 1947, the UN sought to solve the issue in its resolution 181, a partition plan that by any standards was arbitrary and unfair 
plan. It proposed to divide 54% of the country to the Jews - many of them newly arrived - who accounted for less than 
30% of the total population at the time and 46% of the territory to the indigenous Palestinian Muslims and Christians who 
accounted for over 70% of the total population. After the Palestinians rejected the plan, and the Zionist leadership purported 
to accept it, war broke out and the state of Israel was declared on 14 May 1948. Gaza fell out of the Armistice Line –‘Green 
Line’ in 1949 and came under Egyptian military rule as the West Bank and East Jerusalem came under Jordanian authority 
until 1967. 

Mass flight to Gaza: 
A mass influx of Palestinians fleeing the Israeli army’s expulsion of nearby villages and the city of Askalaan (Ashkelon in 
Israel) fled into Gaza, creating a territory where today 1,075,000 (NECC Annual Report 2008) of its inhabitants (and their 
descendants, now including third generation) are refugees.  There are eight refugee camps in Gaza, all surrounding the three 
major cities; Gaza City, Deir al-Balah and Rafah.  
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Israeli occupation and the Oslo Accords: 
After Israel’s victory in the 6-day war of 1967, Gaza was occupied by the Israeli military. In the decades that followed, Israel 
maintained an economic stranglehold on Gaza, shutting of opportunities for economic growth and the development of its 
infrastructure. This and after years of military suppression, the first Palestinian uprising, the ‘Intifada’ (literally: ‘popular uprising’) 
erupted in Jabaliya Refugee Camp, north of Gaza City in 1987 and spread quickly throughout all the Israeli occupied Palestinian 
territories, including the West Bank. 

With the Intifada finally providing the impetus for global consensus on Palestinian freedom, the fledging Palestinian leadership 
in exile entered into a series peace negotiations with Israel culminating in the Oslo Accords of 1993 establishing a Declaration 
of Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements. Despite the optimism of the Oslo Accords, Gaza’s continued economic 
dependence on Israel continued, as did Israel’s military occupation. Israel’s denial of freedom of movement for Gaza people 
impacted greatly on Gaza’s economic development. 

Disengagement - End of the Occupation:
After five years into the Second Intifada, which erupted after a failure of peace talks and frustration on the part of Palestinians 
under occupation in 2000, Israel under the government of Ariel Sharon enacted the Gaza Disengagement plan in 2005. 

Hamas election victory:
The Islamic Resistance Party - Hamas, was elected to govern Gaza in the elections for the Palestinian Authority in 2006, in 
what was independently verified as free and fair elections. However, Israel and the global community cut funds for the Gaza 
Government’s operating budget, thus adding to the already massive unemployment. Israel arrested 64 Hamas government 
officials, including 6 cabinet ministers whom still remain in Israeli military prisons. 

Israeli siege and economic blockade: 
Reduced to dependency on international aid, with their Government under sanctions, with no right to travel out of Gaza, with 
food, medical supplies, fuel and other basic necessities blockaded, Gaza Christians and Muslims were effectively imprisoned in a 
“concentration” camp, living under a state of siege. 

Ethnic cleansing of Christians:
In 1914 Palestine’s Christian population numbered 26.4 per cent and in 1948, they accounted for 18 per cent. Many fled the 
Israeli military to Jordan, Lebanon or elsewhere and have not been allowed to return.  Christians (and Muslims) do not have 
equal rights with Jews in Israel and Christians now account for less than 2 per cent of the total population in the ‘Holy Land’.

Hamas rockets and Israeli attacks:
Hamas was responsible for rocket attacks into Israel from Gaza which began in 2002, primarily targeting the town of Sderot. 
Israeli civilian deaths from these rocket strikes total 19. 
Israeli raids, incursions and bombardments in Gaza occurred routinely off and on for years during the Second Intifada and since 
Israel’s “disengagement”.  
From 2000 to 2006, 2,300 Palestinians in Gaza were killed. 
From 2006, the deaths and wounded in Gaza from Israeli military offensives are: 
 June 2006- “Operation Summer Rains”              250 killed, hundreds wounded 
 July 2006 –  (See Note below)                              170 killed, 395 wounded 
 October 2006 - “Operation Rain Man”                    23 killed, 100 wounded 
 November 2006 - “Operation Autumn Clouds”   77 killed, 250 wounded 
 March 2008 - “Operation Hot Winter”                120 killed, 150 wounded 
 Dec/Jan 2009 - “Operation Cast Lead”             1450 killed, 3000+ wounded 

Note: One of the first actions Israel took in this offensive was the deliberate destruction of Gaza’s only power plant, which 
generated almost half of Gaza’s electricity. The devastation of the plant caused the water supply, sewage treatment and medical 
services to be severely disrupted. 

The Obama Initiative:
With the election of US President Barak Obama, most people hope that his presidency will usher in a new commitment to peace 
in the region. However, in the short period since he has been in power, Obama has shown no more than rhetorical empathy 
with the Palestinians and has yet to prove that he can constrain Israel’s colonising settlement project in the West Bank or put 
measures to end, or at the very least ease, Israel’s punishing blockade against Gaza’s civilian population. 
The 2010 year should show if Obama’s actions are as good as his words.

Rawan Abdulnabi
Sydney
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YOUR ACTION IS ALSO NEEDED
If you are concerned about the treatment of Christian and Muslim people in Gaza, the West Bank and East Jerusalem then 
a good way to make your concern known is to write to the Prime Minister with a copy of your email or letter to your local 
Federal MP.

Some of the issues which could be raised are:
•	 recent bulldozing of the Palestinian house in East Jerusalem (as shown on our TV) where the family who had lived there 

for 150 years were left homeless; 

•	 the continuing siege of Gaza which deprives civilian men, women and children of food and other essentials for even a 
basic standard of living;

•	 the blockade of Gaza for building materials which is preventing the Christian Medical Clinic, which was destroyed by an 
Israeli rocket on 10th January in 2009, from being re-built.

•	 the stated policy of the Israeli Government to “cleanse” Jerusalem of non-Jews, that is, to force out all Christians and 
Muslims despite Jerusalem being a Holy city for both these faiths, adherents having lived together there for over 1000 
years.

The PM’s addresses: 
Postal: The Hon Julia Gillard MP, Prime Minister, Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600.  
Email: Forms can be found at: http://www.pm.gov.au/

Steve Biddulph, Psychologist and Author  

It is shocking that in the modern world, in one small area not far from the safety of Europe, three quarters of a million children 
live in a state of siege.  The parents and children of Gaza have faced bombings, armed attacks, and restrictions on all the neces-
sities of life. Many have never known peace or freedom, never seen their parents free of stress or fear.  This exhibition, full of 
energy, colour and emotion, reminds us of a situation that must be brought to a peaceful end quickly. It is a wonderful effort to 
give children a voice, and to let them know that the world has not abandoned them. 

Ambassador Izzat Abdulhadi, Head of the General 
Delegation of Palestine to Australia and NZ

The experiences of young people in Gaza, are given a pow-
erful voice in the exhibition, Life in Gaza Today. In my former 
role as the director of a Palestinian NGO, I often supported 
community projects involving various forms of art. These 
projects enabled people to visualise and verbalise their 
deepest concerns, their pain and their distress; to share it 
and with this sharing, to also share their hopes, their loves 
and their visions for a better future for themselves and their 
community.

Life in Gaza Today demonstrates the difficulty and the 
struggle of the people of Gaza, to live a normal life under an 
on-going siege and through horrific violence and aggression 
inflicted last year by the Israeli army. Yet these tragic and 
preventable realities have not destroyed the courage and the 
resilience of the young people. These creative works give 
voice to Gaza’s young people as they work towards a just 
and fair life, a life of openness, of safety and of opportunity 
and as they build communities of care for each other. 

I find this exhibition heartening. It enables me to better 
understand the personal experiences of Gazan people and 
also their refusal to be broken by these experiences but 
instead to overcome them and look to the future with hope 
and trust.

Rev Dr Rod Pattenden, Chair of the Blake Prize 
for Religious Art

Art has the capacity to open our eyes to things we don’t 
usually see or acknowledge. In these works from Gaza, we 
are asked to see into the lives of people who live in difficult 
conditions of this troubled area. The children’s drawings 
are the most disturbing in their bright colors and graphic 
scenes: they upset our expectations of the freedom and in-
nocence of childhood.

The works by adult artists are clearly coded; they hold 
the real content of their concern in reserve until you look 
closer. These images express the longing for better times 
and they identify the values that sustain a community under 
stress, images such as mothers, gestures of compassionate 
embrace, and the renewal of nature. These are everyday but 
powerful reminders of things that bring hope.

I have had the privilege of viewing these works with many 
people and I have seen how they impact upon them and 
activate an intelligent compassion. Living with the realities 
expressed in these artworks shifts us from considering the 
lives of distant strangers to that of connecting with neigh-
bours. This unique collection affirms the prophetic value 
of the work of the artist and powerfully demonstrates that 
justice is about living with our eyes open.


